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PREFACK 



The author, in la3dng the foUowing lines 

before the public, does not consider it 

necessary to make any introductory re- 

? marks on the life of the indiyidual to 

whom they are addressed preyious to his 
becoming Chief Magistrate of France; 
but from the moment of his gaining that 
eleyated distinction, his actions haye been 
80 extraordinary, that they plainly be- 
speak the ambitious ends for which he 
sought it ; and the contemplation of śuch 
presumptuous conduct has caused the 
writer to give vent to his feelings in the 
annexed Ode. The author is aware that 



b FBEFACE. 

there are many persons, who, in their 
ptiblic opinion, will censure these thoughts 
as too seyere, but at the same time, few 
perhaps can be found whose private senti- 
ments are not in accordance with his own. 
Whether this be the case or no, he begs 
to submit the Ode to the Public, only 
informing them, that it is his first appear- 
ance before them, and as such he would 
crave the kind indulgence of those who 
may deem it worthy of a perusal. 



London, April 26th, 1852. 



ODE 



TO 



LOUIS NAPOLEON, 



Who can the fate of man foretell ? 

Where was the sagę to say, 
That thou, Napoleon, from the celi, 

In which but yesterday, 
Cursing thy lone and prison^d lot, 
By ev'ry grade of man forgot, 

Shouldst ever rise to sway 
The destinies of France, and seek 
To Mght the world when thou dost 
speak? 



8 ODE TO 

StrsBge child of fortune'8 stranger prank, 
What wond'rous spell was used 

To reach that much exalted rank, 
Which thou hast so abused ? 

Is't the just and well-eamed meed 

Of some great and glorious deed, 
On which men fondly mused ? — 

On France thou neyer hadst one claim, 

Excępt a sad delusiye name. 

When Frenchmen drove, with hands pro- 
fan'd, 

Their monarch from his throne, 
And for a while sad quiet reign^d, 

'Twas then Napoleon — 
That name to France a charm — a curse, 
And worse— if aught can stiU be worse— 

With old allurements shone, 
Once morę to damn that land so fair, 
Which yielded to thy treach'rous care. 



LOUIS NAPOLEON. 

Exalted by thy country's voice, 

To keep unstain'd her laws, 
Thine would have been a nobler choice— 

Crown'd by the world's applause — 
K thy too ambitious thirst 
Had not madę thee the very first, 

Without one valid cause, 
To scom and scoff her honest right, 
And crush her freedom with thy might. 



But that is o'er — and there thou art, 

A yenal — ^perjured thing — 
Whose actions shock the upright heart, 

Thy words, the viper'8 sting ; 
Who to sway the tyrant^s iron rod, 
Has grown a crouching rabble-god- 

An almost — ^would-be king — 
A being in thy deeds so Iow, 
That man can scarce a name bestow. 

A 3 



10 ODE TO 

Will he, who did not hesitate, 

By perfidious plot, 
His country's laws to yiolate, 

Will he — ^a vile despot — 
Ali other nations' rights respect? 
Nay ! — this the world must not expect, 

For he wUl not — cannot — 
Włio's rais^d by such a passion^s glow, 
But grant that passion's further flow. 



Wrong-thinking man ! why thus suppress, 

By mean hypocrisy, 
That 'tis the imperial dress 

Which hath a charm for thee ? 
Or hast thou really grown so blind 
As to imagine that mankind 

Cannot distinctly see, 
Thy wish is but to emulate 
The man who madę thy name so great ? 



LOUIS NAPOLEON. 11 

France thinks in thee she can divine 

Another " Moming Star," 
Whose glory through the world shall shine 

In giim oppressiye war ; — 
A beam to dim the great of earth, 
And light new kingdoms into birth. 

If thou those hopes shouldst mar, 
Perhaps she'll send thee back to dwell 
Within thine old sequester'd ceU- 



Though fortunę now may seem to smile 

On all thy deeds of woe, 
She'll grant those smiles but for awhile, 

Then toss thee to and fro 
On boisfrous waves of changefal life, — 
Then short and yain will be the strife, — 

Those waves shaU o'er thee flow. 
And in that dark and awfal hour 
Where — where will be thy yaunted pow'r ? 



12 ODE TO 

No worshipper the world hath seen 

At false ambition's slirine, 
But such his doom hath always been, 

And such shall yet be thine. — 
Yes — judgineiit has an hour for thee 
When fortune's gifts will cease to be ; 

And then, proud Ubertine, 
Thy ill-got might — that sword — that 

sway, 
Ali from thy grasp shall pass away. 

Thus man hath leamt from ages past, 

That despot sway and reign 
For lengthen'd time can never last — 

And thine must sink again. 
Fair Gallia yet aloud shall ery 
For freedom from thy tyranny, 

And break that cursed chain 
Which now her free-bom chUdren binds, 
And shackles e'en their very minds. 



LOUIS NAPOLEON. ' 13 

A spirit from the graves of France, 

Shall soon for yengeance seek, 
And living friends bid defiance, 

When thou shalt act or speak ; 
Then for that blood thou must atone 
Through which thou wouldst ascend a 
throne. 
Great and poor, strong and weak, 
In judgment just and true, shall rise 
Before their vile oppressor's eyes. 

Those exiles doom'd in grief untold, 
Through foreign realms to roam, 
Remember still the days of old, 

And treasure thoughts of home. 
The hour draws nigh when they will bear 
No morę the bonds that bind them there. 

And when that hour shall come, 
Each man his wrongs to mind wiU cali. 
And liye to gladden at thy fali. 



14 * ODE TO 

Is war thy gamę? — Let hist'ry tell 
How vain a conq'ror's life ; 

How greater men liave fought and fell, 
Unwept in such a strife. — 

Unholy war, for false renown, 

To clutch another's rightful crown, 
And make the people rife 

To shorten e'en thy shortest reign, 

ABdstrikeforlibertyagain. 



Lest CaBsar*s end should be thy lot, 

Let Csesar^s death inform 
Thy heart, that iron-force is not 

A shelter from the storm — 
The growing storm of human hate, 
Which dodg^d his steps and work'd his fate. 

And will once morę perform 
Some deed to crush usnrping might, 
That fain would triumph over right. 



LOUIS NAPOLEON. 15 

And he, the modem one of Gaul, 

Though for a time he sway'd 
Almost the world — how base his fali ! 

That yalour once display'd, 
Thoee triumplis won, may charm thee yet, 
But mem'ry bids thee not forget, 

That fortunę ceas'd to aid 
A man who seeni'd at last to fear, 
The death a hero holds most dear. 



Think of that ground, once wet withgore — 

Sad Leipsic's bloody plain, 
Where vict'ry crown'd thy name no morę, 

But died among the slain ; 
The vulgar slain ! who bit the dust, 
By cannon's shot or lance's thrust, 

Brui8'd, maun'd, and writh'd with pain : 
At such a scenę, why Heav'n must weep, 
If angels yet a record keep ! 



16 ODE TO 

Gaze o'er that field, morę fatal still, 

Which Gallia's pride bemoans, 
Where inonarchs broke a tyrant'8 will, 

And battled for their thrones ; 
Where nations faced the fi'ry foe, 
Unmov'd, amid the shrieks of woe, 

And heaps of mangled bones. 
His proud behest then backward hurrd, 
Gave freedom to a shatter d world. 



Oh Waterloo ! thy name shall dwell 

On ev'ry living page, 
While eyes can read, or tongues can tell, 

Through ey^ry clime and age ! 
The conq'ror conquer'd — ^nations free — 
Satan less drinking shame than he, 

Who in his martial ragę 
Forg'd fetters for strange hands alone, 
But found them fasten'd on his own. 



LOUIS NAPOLEON. 17 

Think not we reproach thy country, — 

Her children bravely fought, 
And stroye like men for yictory, 

Which won, were dearly bought ; 
But every gen'rous heart must shrink, 
When musing on that field, to think, 

That he who should liave sought 
A nobler death, but basely fled 
From those he foremost should have led. 



But glory is not glory view'd 
When built on human wrong, 

When good by evil is subdu'd, 
And weak men yield to strong- 



The strong in deeds of guilt and crime, 
Which stain the dial-plate of time. 

And shame the poet's song. 
How diflPrent from those pleasures found 
That peace and yirtue spread around ! 



18 ODE TO 

See, how ambition striyes in vain 

To master truth and right ; 
How foul its deeds— how brief its reign. 

It matter not how bright 
The op'ning scenes it may display, 
'Tis surę, like each revolving day, 

To have its dreary night. 
Justice ! thy steps if slow are surę, 
Thy actions fair, thy judgments pure. 



Cease, then, O man ! to scom and jeer 

Suchle88on8sad,yettrue; 
But stem thy doubly wild career, 

And fully, calmly view 
How despots all who dared contend 
To shacHe man, haye met an end 

Just naturę madę their due ; 
For man should live in brotherhood, 
Take then that maxim home — 'tis good. 



LOUIS NAPOLEON. 19 

If thou wilt not with yantage trace 

Examples lefit to teach 
Usurping men of ev'ry race 

The certain doom of each, 
And wilt presume to cherisli stiU 
The mad delusions of thy will, 

Let reason cease to preach. 
Thou canst not from that fate be barr'd 
Which is the tyrant's just reward ; 

For know, some surę and timely blow, 
From Heav'n'8 unerring hand, 

Will humble then that haughty brow, 
And free thy native land 

From thy too harsh and cruel yoke — 

A freedom in deception's cloak. 
Humanity would stand 

Aw'd by a judgment due to guile ; 

But man rejoice and justice smile. 
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